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I became further saddened from this case, when Patrick Kennedy of the State Department
during Congressional hearings, admitted that Umar was a known terrorist, was being followed,
and the U.S. allowed him into the U.S. so that it could catch Umar’s accomplices. I was once
again shocked and saddened when Michael Leiter of the National Counter terrorism Center
admitted during these same hearings that intentionally letting terrorists into the U.S. was a
frequent practice of the U.S. Government. I cannot fully explain my sadness, disappointment
and fear when I realized that my government allowed an attack on me intentionally.

      

During this time, I questioned if my country intentionally put a known terrorist onto my flight with
a live bomb. I had many sleepless nights over this issue. My answer came shortly thereafter. In
late 2010, the FBI admitted to giving out intentionally defective bombs to the Portland Christmas
Tree Bomber,the Wrigley Field Bomber and several others. Further, Mr. Chambers was quoted
in the Free Press on January 11, 2011 when he indicated that the government’s own explosives
experts had indicated that Umar’s bomb was impossibly defective. I wondered how that could
be. Certainly, I thought, Al Qaeda wouldn’t go through all of the trouble to plan such an attack
only to provide the terrorist with an impossibly defective bomb.
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