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"I think these are very precarious times for women, it seems. So many of your rights are under
assault," he told the crowd of mostly women. "I'll tell you this: Contribute your money to people
who speak out on your behalf, because the other side -- my side -- has a lot of it. And you need
to send your own message. You need to remind people that you vote, you matter, and that they
can't succeed without your help."

      

The Equal Rights Amendment, which Congress passed in 1972 but has not yet been ratified by
the necessary 38 states, simply says that equality under the law "shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States or any state on account of sex." Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-N.Y.)
reintroduced the legislation this year in hopes that it would finally become a part of the
Constitution.

  

"If equality had been enshrined in the Constitution for these past 40 years, I wonder if we would
still be hearing today from right-wing presidential contenders that women should not serve in
combat, that women should think twice before they seek to work outside of the house, that
women should not use birth control, and that women who do are called names that are not fit to
repeat here," Maloney said at the rally.
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