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U.S. Rep. John Boehner, speaker of the House of Representatives, received nearly twice as
much financial support from donors tied to the energy sector than did the next-closest recipient,
a report from the National Wildlife Federation finds. The 20-page report highlights the role it
says oil companies play in U.S. politics, stating energy companies are working behind the
scenes on Capitol Hill to influence legislation in favour of oil, natural gas and coal policies. The
NWF report finds that the current 112th U.S. Congress has voted one out of every five times
against legislation drafted in favour of environmental issues.

      

On Friday, Boehner led the House of Representatives in passing the so-called Stop the War on
Coal Act, a measure that would block the Environmental Protection Agency from regulating
greenhouse gases. It's unlikely to pass through the Senate.

  

The report from the NWF, released on the eve of the House vote, finds that Oxbow Corp., a
private company focused on mining and marketing of coal, natural gas and petroleum, donated
more than $80,000 to Boehner's campaign since 2010. The NWF explains that Oxbow was
founded by William Koch, whose twin billionaire brothers are among the largest corporate
financiers of the U.S. Congress. According to information NWF gathered from The Center for
Responsive Politics, energy companies like Oxbow gave more than $814,000 to Boehner's
campaign during the current Congress.
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