Why did the NSA classify 'public’ report on wiretaps?
Friday, 24 October 2008 01:20 -

When Congress passed a landmark electronic-spying bill last summer, the measure included a
key provision that ordered the inspectors general of U.S. intelligence agencies to produce the
first-ever public report on President Bush's warrantless-surveillance program.

The report isn't due until next July—long after Bush leaves office.

In an Oct. 10 letter, Reyes complained to Helgerson (who is coordinating the review by 16
different inspectors general) for submitting a secret interim report when Congress envisioned a
document that could be shared with the public. The letter essentially said, "Here's what the law
says, please explain why you're not following the law," Courtney Littig, a spokeswoman for the
House Intelligence Committee, tells NEWSWEEK.
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