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"There's class warfare, all right, but it's my class, the rich class, that's making war, and we're
winning." -Warren Buffett to The New York Times, November 26, 2006

Those who manipulate the unseen mechanism of society constitute an invisible government.
We are governed, our minds molded, our tastes formed, our ideas suggested largely by men we
have never heard of ... in almost every act of our lives whether in the sphere of politics or
business, in our social conduct or our ethical thinking we are dominated by the relatively small
number of persons who understand the mental processes and social patterns of the masses. It
is they who pull the wires that control the public mind.

We have been overwhelmed by the propaganda apparatus to the point that it controls our
thought processes, causing us to become relentless shoppers, even against our own interests.
It controls our thinking in the public sphere so that we support the wealthy elite, even against
our own interests. Far too many of us have been rendered thoughtless and clueless as to what
it means to live in a democratic society. It is not democracy because the government says it is; it
is democracy when the masses are informed and act through their delegates to develop policy
that promotes the general welfare. Today there are two sovereign nations that exhibit more
democratic tendencies than all others: Venezuela and Bolivia. Because of their efforts to build
democracy, both sovereign nations have been under attack by the US. In Venezuela, the US
sponsored a coup in 2002. In Bolivia, the US government has sponsored a secessionist
movement made up of the wealthy elite, whose tactics includes murder of government
supporters. The Bolivian government expelled the US ambassador for his role in the
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destabilization attempt. Both Venezuela and Bolivia have adopted new constitutions which were
the result of a process that involved all citizens and especially both countries' indigenous
populations, who were previously completely excluded from any role in government. Both
countries have improved access to their medical systems, increased literacy and established
local spaces where democracy can be practiced. This shift causes the US empire considerable
distress, because the empire fears the spread of real democracy more than anything else.
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