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Don't expect the so-called experts to fix it either. They can't. They are loyal to the decaying
political and financial systems that empowered them.

The nation’s elite universities disdain honest intellectual inquiry, which is by its nature distrustful
of authority, fiercely independent and often subversive. They organize learning around minutely
specialized disciplines, narrow answers and rigid structures that are designed to produce
certain answers. The established corporate hierarchies these institutions service -- economic,
political and social -- come with clear parameters, such as the primacy of an unfettered free
market, and with a highly specialized vocabulary.

This vocabulary, a sign of the "specialist" and of course the elitist, thwarts universal
understanding. It keeps the uninitiated from asking unpleasant questions. It destroys the search
for the common good. It dices disciplines, faculty, students and, finally, experts into tiny,
specialized fragments. It allows students and faculty to retreat into these self-imposed fiefdoms
and neglect the most-pressing moral, political and cultural questions. Those who defy the
system -- people like <a
href="http://www.truthdig.com/report/item/20081103_only_nader_is_right_on_the_issues/"
linkindex="83"> Ralph Nader</a> -- are branded as irrational and irrelevant. These elite
universities have banished self-criticism. They refuse to question a self-justifying system.
Organization, technology, self-advancement and information systems are the only things that
matter.
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