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Chomsky: Well for several years Hamas has been very clear and explicit, repeatedly, that they
favor a two state settlement on the international border. They said they would not recognize
Israel but they would accept a two state settlement and a prolonged truce, maybe decades,
maybe 50 years. Now, that’s not exactly the international consensus but it’s pretty close to it. On
the other hand, the United States and Israel flatly reject it. They reject it in deeds, that’s why
they are building all the construction development activities in the West Bank, not only in
violation of international laws, US and Israel know that the illegal constructions are designed
explicitly to convert the West Bank into what the architect of the policy, Arial Sharon, called
bantustan. Israel takes over what it wants, break up Palestine into unviable fragments. That’s
undermining a political settlement. So in deeds, yes of course they are undermining it, but also
in words: that goes back to 1976 when the US vetoed the Security Council resolution put
forward by the arab states which called for a two state settlement and it goes around until today.
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