Gulf of Mexico oil leak: US sues BP over oil disaster
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The US is suing BP and eight other firms for allegedly violating federal safety regulations in
connection with the Gulf of Mexico oil spill. The lawsuit asks that they be held liable without
limitation for all clean-up and damage costs.

The Deepwater Horizon drilling rig explosion in April killed 11 workers and spilled millions of
barrels of oil over several months. The oil leak became the worst environmental disaster in US
history.

The lawsuit charges the companies under the US Clean Water Act and Oil Pollution Act.

US Attorney General Eric Holder said the complaint alleged that "violations of safety and
operational regulations" caused the 20 April explosion.

The companies named in the lawsuit are BP Exploration and Production Inc, Anadarko
Exploration & Production LP, Anadarko Petroleum Corporation, MOEX Offshore 2007 LLC,
Triton Asset Leasing GMBH, Transocean Holdings LLC, Transocean Offshore Deepwater
Drilling Inc, Transocean Deepwater Inc and insurer QBE Underwriting Ltd/Lloyd's Syndicate
1036.
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