Arkansas Earthquakes Decline After 'Fracking' Injection Well Closures
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' number and strehéth of earthuakes in central Arkansas have noticeably dropped since the
shutdown of two injection wells in the area, although a state researcher says it's too early to
draw any conclusions.

"We have definitely noticed a reduction in the number of earthquakes, especially the larger
ones," said Scott Ausbrooks, geohazards supervisor for the Arkansas Geological Survey. "It's
definitely worth noting."

The Center for Earthquake Research and Information recorded around 100 earthquakes in the
seven days preceding the shutdown earlier this month, including the largest quake to hit the
state in 35 years — a magnitude 4.7 on Feb. 27.

A dozen of the quakes had magnitudes greater than 3.0. In the days since the shutdown, there
have been around 60 recorded quakes, with only one higher than a magnitude 3.0. The majority
were between magnitudes 1.2 and 2.8.
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