U.S. hardest-hit nation for weather-related disasters
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If there has ever been a finding that exemplifies the need for additional investments in weather
resiliency and adaptation measures, the United Nations put it forth this week.

Over the past 20 years, 90% of major disasters have been caused by weather, and the United
States was the hardest-hit country, according to a new U.N. report.

Worldwide, there have been 6,457 recorded floods, storms, heat waves, droughts and other
weather-related events since 1995. More than 600,000 lives have been lost and 4.1 billion
people have been injured, left homeless or in need of emergency assistance as a result of those
disasters, according to the report compiled by the U.N. Office for Disaster Risk Reduction
(UNISDR).

“Weather and climate are major drivers of disaster risk, and this report demonstrates that the
world is paying a high price in lives lost. Economic losses are a major development challenge
for many of the least developed countries battling climate change and poverty,” said Margareta
Wahlstrém, head of UNISDR.
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