
 For the first time in human history, the North Pole can be circumnavigated
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Open water now stretches all the way round the Arctic, making it possible for the first time in
human history to circumnavigate the North Pole, The Independent on Sunday can reveal. New
satellite images, taken only two days ago, show that melting ice last week opened up both the
fabled North-west and North-east passages, in the most important geographical landmark to
date to signal the unexpectedly rapid progress of global warming.
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