SF declares tent city of homeless is health hazard
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San Francisco health officials declared a tent city that has been growing along a city street a
health hazard and gave homeless people living on the sidewalk 72 hours to clear the area.

The Department of Public Health said notices declaring the area along Division Street a public
nuisance and encouraging homeless people to move to city shelters would be posted Tuesday.

"Unfortunately, conditions where multiple tents are congregated have become unsafe," said
Barbara A. Garcia, the department's director of health. "People are living without access to
running water, bathrooms, trash disposal or safe heating or cooking facilities."

An inspection found that people in tents along a section of Division Street are living among
garbage, human feces, hypodermic needles, urine and other insanitary conditions, the
department said.
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