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In a memorandum written the same month George W. Bush invaded Iraq, Boalt Hall law
professor John Yoo said the Department of Justice would construe US criminal laws not to
apply to the President's detention and interrogation of enemy combatants. According to Yoo,
the federal statutes against torture, assault, maiming and stalking do not apply to the military in
the conduct of the war.

The federal maiming statute, for example, makes it a crime for someone "with the intent to
torture, maim, or disfigure" to "cut, bite, or slit the nose, ear or lip, or cut out or disable the
tongue, or put out or destroy an eye, or cut off or disable a limb or any member of another
person." It further prohibits individuals from "throwing or pouring upon another person any
scalding water, corrosive acid, or caustic substance" with like intent. 
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