
Israel's front-line thugs
Saturday, 09 August 2008 23:30 - 

Of late, there has been a steady stream of brutal assaults carried out by settlers against their
Palestinian neighbours in the West Bank, right under the noses of the lackadaisical army. The
phenomenon is, sadly, nothing new; what has brought the story back into the spotlight are the
efforts of human rights groups, such as B'Tselem to film the violence and document the
shocking reality on the ground – which is why, it seems, the authorities are so keen to clamp
down on their activity in the region.

However, the settlers don't confine their vindictive and vicious attacks to Palestinians; they are
not averse to attacking their Jewish peers either. Two recent incidents amply demonstrated the
extent to which the Wild West Bank has become bandit country, with no sheriff's posse daring
to stand up to the rogue elements holding the region at ransom. 
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http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/aug/07/israelandthepalestinians.middleeast

