Israel authorizes force-feeding of prisoners
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Israel's parliament has passed into law the ability to force-feed prisoners on hunger strike, a
move that had met vehement opposition from the country's medical association.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's rightist coalition weathered a lengthy parliamentary
debate on Thursday, with 46 politicians in favour and 40 opposed in the 120-seat Knesset.

Israel says it is concerned that hunger strikes by Palestinians in its jails could end in death and
trigger waves of protests in the occupied West Bank and East Jerusalem.

Al Jazeera's Stefanie Dekker, reporting from West Jerusalem, said that with the new law, jailers
will be allowed to use a certain amount of force if a prisoner refuses to be fed. The legislation
covers security prisoners - inmates that Israel suspects or has convicted of what it calls
terrorism-related charges.
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