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Ikrom Yakubov, a former major in the National Security Service (SNB), accused the CIA of
involvement in torture sessions in the central Asian republic in an exclusive interview with the
Sunday Herald, during which he made a series of startling claims. These include claims that:

  

 l Britain's Richard Conroy, the UN's co-ordinator in Uzbekistan, was assassinated on the orders
of Islam Karimov, the president of Uzbekistan. Karimov has been described as one of the
world's worst dictators and his rule, since 1991, has been characterised by allegations of torture
(including claims that victims were boiled alive), media control, fake elections and brutality
against human rights organisations and pro-democracy activists; l a series of bomb attacks in
the capital, Tashkent, in March 2004 were organised by the SNB in order to tighten Karimov's
dictatorial rule and ramp up the threat from Islamic terror groups; l Karimov ordered the
notorious Andijan massacre in May 2005, when Uzbek security forces fired on protesters, killing
anything up to 1500 people; l Karimov's regime routinely framed innocent Muslims on charges
of involvement in Islamist terror and invented bogus terror threats to maintain his grip on the
country, and l the CIA used a secret detention facility in Uzbekistan where suspects in the "war
on terror" were taken from around the world to be tortured by SNB interrogators.
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