Racism in Israel on the rise
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The Association for Civil Rights in Israel's (ACRI) report on civil rights in Israel paints a bleak
picture: Increasing racism, restriction of personal freedoms and discrimination even within the
Knesset walls — and that's just scratching the surface.

Published Saturday, the report reveled that Israeli youths are bombarded with stereotypic, racist
imagery, and their opinions have developed accordingly: Over two-thirds Israeli teen believe
Arabs to be less intelligent, uncultured and violent. Over a third of Israeli teens fear Arabs all

together.

The report becomes even grimmer, citing the ACRI's racism poll, taken in March of 2007, in
which 50% of Israelis taking part said they would not live in the same building as Arabs, will not
befriend, or let their children befriend Arabs and would not let Arabs into their homes.
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