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Over 30,000 people a day (85% children under 5) die of malnutrition, curable diseases, and
starvation.  The numbers of unnecessary deaths has exceeded three hundred million people
over the past forty years.

These are the people who David Rothkopf in his book Superclass calls the unlucky. “If you
happen to be born in the wrong place, like sub-Saharan Africa, …that is bad luck,” Rothkopf
writes. Rothkopf goes on to describe how the top 10% of the adults worldwide own 84% of the
wealth and the bottom half owns barely 1%. Included in the top 10% of wealth holders are the
one thousand global billionaires. But is such a contrast of wealth inequality really the result of
luck, or are there policies, supported by political elites, that protect the few at the expense of the
many? 
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