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It has been two weeks since Israel imposed a complete closure of Gaza, after months when its
crossings have been open only for the most minimal of humanitarian supplies. Now it is even
worse: two weeks without United Nations food trucks for the 80% of the population entirely
dependent on food aid, and no medical supplies or drugs for Gaza's ailing hospitals. No fuel
(paid for by the EU) for Gaza's electricity plant, and no fuel for the generators during the long
blackouts. 

There can be no dispute that measures of collective punishment against the civilian population
of Gaza are illegal under international humanitarian law. Fuel and food cannot be withheld or
wielded as reward or punishment. But international law was tossed aside long ago.  
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http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/nov/24/israelandthepalestinians-humanrights

