Germany concerned over Israeli finance minister’s threat to evict West Bank community of Khan al-Amar
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Germany on Wednesday criticized Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich over remarks that
he would push for the eviction of the West Bank community of Khan al-Ahmar following reports
of an International Criminal Court (ICC) warrant request.

“We have, of course, taken note of these statements with the utmost concern, and we firmly
reject them. We have also spoken out on this issue on several occasions in the past. There
must be no expulsions. We call on the Israeli government to abandon these plans,” Foreign
Ministry spokesman Josef Hinterseher told journalists in Berlin.

He stressed that the German government’s position was “clear and unchanged,” adding:
“Unilateral measures -- as part of a broader intensification of settlement policy, into which the
entire situation in the West Bank is embedded -- violate international law, pose a risk of further
instability in the region and in the West Bank itself, and significantly stand in the way of a
two-state solution.”

British news outlet Middle East Eye reported Monday that a request had been submitted to the
ICC seeking secret arrest warrants against Smotrich and Israeli National Security Minister
Itamar Ben-Gvir on charges of committing war crimes and crimes against humanity against
Palestinians in the occupied West Bank.
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