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Yet the fact remains that Palestinian terrorism, whether borne by Qassam or suicide bomber,
has decreased dramatically.

At the same time, terrorism, whether real or not, remains central to Israel's explanations of
many of the most morally problematic of its policies, including the siege of Gaza and restrictions
on the movements and commerce of Palestinians in the West Bank.
      
For the right, the specter of terrorism has become the primary, at times, the only argument
against territorial compromise in the West Bank.

So reliant has Israel become on terrorism as the underpinning of its policies, it remains to be
seen if its reflex dependency on Palestinian violence can be replaced by a world view
appropriate to a Holy Land uncontaminated by terrorism.
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