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American businessman Morris Talansky has riveted Israel with tales of bankrolling the plush
lifestyle of Prime Minister Ehud Olmert: the expensive cigars and five-star suites, a fine watch
and an Italian vacation.

While most Israelis have been galled at the extent of the alleged corruption, no one has been
surprised by the source of the funds. Politicians in Israel have long known that if they want to
raise large amounts of money, for whatever reason, they'll find it in the United States.
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