Israel begins new settlement, despite U.S. opposition
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Israel has moved ahead with a plan to build a new settlement in the northern West Bank for the
first time in 26 years, pursuing a project the United States has already condemned as an

obstacle to peace efforts.

The initiative began three years ago, under the auspices of then-defense minister Amir Peretz,
who promised to transform a former army outpost into a permanent settlement for evacuees
from the Gaza Strip. The move was then frozen due to American insistence.
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