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"Scott Prouty." The fellow on the other end of the phone call pronounced his name with
hesitation. For nearly a fortnight, he and | had been building a long-distance rapport via private
tweets, emails, and phone conversations as we discussed how best to make public the secret
video he had shot of Mitt Romney talking at a private, $50,000-per-plate fundraiser in Boca
Raton, Florida.

Now | was almost ready to break the story at Mother Jones. | had verified the video, confirming
when and where it had been shot, and my colleagues and | had selected eight clips—including
Romney's now-infamous remarks about the 47 percent of Americans he characterized as
"victims" unwilling to "take personal responsibility and care for their lives"—to embed in two
articles.

We had blurred these clips, at the source's request, to make it difficult to tell where Romney had
uttered these revealing comments, while clearly showing that it was Romney speaking. The
goal was to afford the source a modicum of protection.

The source was justifiably worried about repercussions. Once the video was posted, he might
lose his job. He might face criminal prosecution or a civil lawsuit. Months earlier, he had
anonymously posted a snippet from the video, in which Romney nonchalantly described the
work-camp-like living conditions at a Chinese factory he had visited.
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