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In 1957, Joel Healy witnessed one of the largest nuclear tests ever conducted on U.S. soil.
Healy was in the U.S. Army, stationed in the Nevada desert north of Las Vegas at Camp Desert
Rock. He was 17 years old and a private first class at the time.

Healy drove dump trucks, moved materials, and built structures, like houses, that would be
destroyed by the explosions so the Army could study the effects of a nuclear blast. He also
helped build the towers where many of the bombs were detonated.

      

At the age of 74, Healy joined his daughter, Kelli Healy Salazar, at StoryCorps in Atlanta to tell
her about witnessing the Operation Plumbbob nuclear tests in 1957.

  

"I thought to myself, if there is a hell on Earth, it's gotta be that," Healy told his daughter. "You
felt the shock wave of the thing going off and then the heat. And the biggest one that was set off
in the desert when I was there was a 74 kiloton — almost twice the amount what was used in
Hiroshima and Nagasaki."

In one of the explosions, Healy says, he could see the bones in his hands.

"The Army had their own film teams out there to show these are our boys whistlin' Dixie going
into a nuclear device," Healy says.
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