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Founded in 1776 by a Bavarian professor named Adam Weishaupt, the Illuminati joined radical
politics and Jesuit-style hierarchy to fanatical secrecy. The aims of the order were ambitious, all
right: They intended to change the world and had a plan to do it. The means were not to be by
violent revolutions. The idea was to form a cadre of enlightened men who would steathlily
infiltrate governments everywhere and slowly bring them to a kind of secular-humanist Elysium
under the guidance of a secret ruling body. Said Adam Weishaupt: "Princes and nations shall
disappear from the face of the earth peacefully, mankind shall become one family, and the
world shall become a haven of reasonable people. Morality shall achieve this transformation,
alone and imperceptibly."
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