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The classified budget of the Defense Department, concealed from the public in all but outline,
has nearly doubled in the Bush years, to $32 billion. That is more than the combined budgets of
the Food and Drug Administration, the National Science Foundation and the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration.

Those billions have expanded a secret world of advanced science and technology in which
military units and federal contractors push back the frontiers of warfare. In the past, such
handiwork has produced some of the most advanced jets, weapons and spy satellites, as well
as notorious boondoggles.
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