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Since the 2004 election, activist lawyers with ties to the Republican Party and its presidential
campaigns, Republican legislators, and even the Supreme Court -- in a largely unnoticed ruling
in 2006 -- have been aggressively regulating most aspects of the voting process. Collectively,
these efforts are undoing the gains of the civil rights era that brought voting rights to minorities
and the poor, groups that tend to support Democrats.

In addition, the Department of Justice (DOJ), which for decades had fought to ensure that all
eligible citizens could vote, now encourages states to take steps in the opposite direction.
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