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The US low-tax zealot, Grover Norquist, is famous for wanting to "shrink government down to
the size where we can drown it in the bathtub". Still alive, he is not turning in his grave, but his
idea has been well and truly buried - and not by the Democrats he hates; they have been
tongue-tied on the credit crisis.

It seems that President Bush and the Republicans are not just well to the left of Grover
Norquist. They leave clear blue water on the left of Gordon Brown, much to the envy of
Euro-lefties no doubt, who would love to ditch what they call "neo-liberalism", and what we call
free markets, as easily as the American right wing.
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