Iragi Red Crescent Paralyzed by Allegations
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The Iragi Red Crescent, the country's leading humanitarian organization, has been crippled by
allegations of embezzlement and mismanagement, including what Iraqi officials call the
inappropriate expenditure of more than $1 million on Washington lobbying firms in an
unsuccessful effort to win U.S. funding.

The group's former president, Said |. Hakki, an Iraqi American urologist recruited by Bush
administration officials to resuscitate Irag's health-care system, left the country this summer
after the issuance of arrest warrants for him and his deputies. He and his aides deny the
allegations and call them politically motivated.
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