British troops 'will leave Iraq within a year'
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Britain's war in Irag will end by this time next year, a highly placed defence source said
yesterday. But asked whether the pullout from Iraq would mean reinforcements being sent to
combat a resurgent Taliban, the senior officer responded: "Emphatically no. We have already
mortgaged the Iraq dividend by boosting our force in Afghanistan to 8,000. That is the limit."
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